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A REVIEW OF THE POLITICAL YEAR. 


In presenting the twelfth Number of this work to the 
public, it is appropriate to look back upon the events of 
the past year, as they are connected with Antimason- 
ry ; and to encourage the heart, and to confirm the 
purpose of Antimasons by a faithful exposition of facts. 

Truth alone deserves the attention of immortal be- 
ings ; all else will perish. Both the lie and the father 
of it will pass away and be forgotten ; while facts remain 
immutable and the same to eternity. 

It is humiliating to feel that we are men of the same 
age and complexion of those who think, by prevarication, 
to do their generation a service! that we belong to the 
same country and city with those, who think to serve 
their country, by hiding truth, by turning truth aside, 
by perverting, abusing, and falsifying truth. We desire 
to be ashamed, and to be covered with confusion, when 
we consider, that we walk in the same social circle with 
men in form, men in fashion, who with a view of serv- 
ing the public, positively affirm that which is false, and 
which their situation enables them to know is grossly 
false! They do it, no doubt, with the best intentions, but 
they are not wise. They think the great body politic is 
sick; that it is laboring under mental hallucination ; 
that they themselves are the doctors; that the case is 
dangerous, and requires this falsehood of them. Verily 














358 ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW. (Vol. f. 


they think so, the modest men ; they live for the public ; 
they tell nothing for their own benefit, but are free to 
teli any thing for the sake of quieting the public mind. 
They think that in order to stay error, they should say, 
‘‘ error has stopped ;’’ and they are determined to say it, 
in the face of evidence, and in the face of heaven. 

This Mrs. Opie would call a lie of benevolence, told 
with no disposition to injure any body, but only with a 
view to comfort themselves and the public. So an err- 
ing mother hushes the disturbed child with a tale not 
true, regardless of the lasting injury done, to accomplish 
a wish of the moment. We donot mean that our ene- 
mies, the Masonic papers, have the malice of the devil 
in the untruths they circulate; but they are no better 
than harlots, in morals, when they sacrifice truth to 
falsehood, for the purpose of crushing Antimasonry. 

Men may, in the heat of passion, in the ardor of hope, 
in the fear of destruction, say that is, which is not; and 
we will find some apology for their weakness: but if one 
coolly and deliberately does this, does it repeatedly, 
and under correcticn, does it impudently, and with- 
out retraction or a blush, such an one is fit to be a 
sworn knight of Freemasonry, which is divine and de- 
vilish, which is charitable and villanous, which is a secret 
that all the world knows! Such an one deserves not the 
notice of contempt; it is honoring such an one too 
much, to treat him with neglect, as if he had the feel- 
ingsofa man. He is obdurate, and whether we regard 
him or not, is immaterial; to make a point of neglect- 
ing him, would be little wiser,.than pointing at a stone. 

Antimasonry is so mis: epresented, that, it is true, its 
own friends, at a distance, are often mistaking it. It 
cannot be otherwise : fifty men and twenty newspapers, 
in the very scene of action, unite to pronounce that it ran 
mad a year ago and died: five men and one paper de- 
clare that it is both rational and thriving! Now it is not 
in the nature of man, to discredit, at first, the larger 
amount of testimony, and to receive the lesser amount 
for the actual truth: but long experience will sometimes 
compel one to du it. ‘The great American public have 
been compelled to believe that Antimasonry was first 
foolish and then extinct, for twenty to ONE, who have 
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undertaken publicly to testify, have testified to this effect. 
But whether the one, or the twenty, Antimasonry or 
Freemasonry, are most worthy to be believed, let the 
following considerations determine. 

We shall arrange them under these heads. 

1. RenunciaTiIons OF MASsons. 

2. NEWSPAPERS AND WORKS OF THE PUBLIC PRESS. 

3. STaTE CONVENTIONS. 

4. New DISCOVERIES OF FACTS. 

5. RESULTS OF ELECTIONS. 


1. Renunciations of Masons. ‘lI hese have been great- 
ly multiplied in number, and enhanced in importance, 
during the past year. The Rev. Joel Parker, of Ro- 
chester, gave a magnanimous lead, which has been fol- 
lowed by a host of laity and clergy, by respected citi- 
zeus in active life, and by distinguished citizens who 
have retired from public office with unblemished honor. 
To name individuals is exposing us to prolixity; but 
we cannot refrain from t'\+ refreshing recollection, that 


one year ago, Freemasonry had not been denounced, by 
Co.pEN, by PERRINE, by BATES, by TAPPAN, by CoL- 
VER and Eppy and LupLow and ARMSTRONG and Ro- 
BERTSON in the state of New-York; by THACHER 


and SuMNER in Massachusetts; by LeLANp and 
Tarsox in Vermont; by WuirTLesey, MANN and 
Homes in Connecticut ; or by OGLE in Pennsylvania. 
These are cach captains of fifties, of hundreds, and of 
thousands ; and when their voice is heard, the mystery 
quakes ; a great company abandon Freemasonry with 
them, and those who are left behind are shaken on their 
deep foundations. Elder Bradley, residing at Louis- 
ville, Ky. standing in the relation he did to the Frater- 
nity, by renouncing the order, has given it this year a 
blow, which few upon the stage can repeat. 

Add to these the public surrender within the last year, 
of their charters, by eighteen or twenty Fraternities of 
masons in the Western section of the State of New- 
York, by which act the Freemasons in the day of their 
trial, at the bar of the public before which they are, 
as an order, solemnly arraigned, have plead guilty to the 
charges brought against them, and the success of the 
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past year under this head is magnified and glorious. We 
know that many lodges in different and distant States, 
have suspended their meetings, that the members stand 
mute with astonishment at the deception, which, under 
the name of Freemasonry, has been successfully prac- 
tised upon them ; and that serious and powerful efforts 
have been made, und are now making, in Grand Lodg- 
es, honestly to throw up their jurisdiction, and to aban- 
don their aprons and their obligations together. 

Of renunciations few have been more important in 
their results, than those which have been accompanied 
by a public exhibition of frecmasonry. Until this year 
a public representation of the mystery was a thing 
not to be boasted of, by sane men, in any section of the 
earth. It would not now be safe in some parts of this 
frec country. We know it was undertaken in this city 
with much soberness, as if death were at the door ; that 
the first performances were heavy, faint, and dull, like 
a heartless funeral ceremony. Many refrained from 
attending in fear of the sudden bursting forth of that 
malignant spirit, which had secretly murdered their 
fellow citizen. The performers had intimations of 
damage, and the spectators apprehensions of danger. 
But now the strange delusion is commonly represented 
by living characters to the height of sixteen degrees, 
not in this city only, but in this, and in the neighboring 
states. This exhibition is attended with very impor- 
tant consequences, both good and bad. It makes the 
Mystic Order a little too mad; it puts them in an 
agony of mental suffering, which makes benevolent 
bosoms sometimes twinge in sympathy. Unnecessarily 
to provoke our brethren is not good ; to fill their 
stomach with overflowing bile is bad ; and yet this is 
an inevitable consequence of the public exhibition of 
Freemasonry. On the other hand, men cannot see the 
lying Secret, sacrilegious, treasonable, and blasphemuus, 
as it is, without that conviction of its reality, and that 
abhorrence of its impiety, which makes them antima- 
sons, morally, politically, and religiously. And this is 
good ; this is the thing desired; this is the work that 
will last, that will survive during the natural life of the 
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man, while resentment is but a momentary pass‘on, 
which with Freemasonry itself, the brethren will be 
glad to forget in three more years. 

2. Newspapers and Works oj the public press. One 
year ago, this work came trembling before the great pub- 
lic, firm in its purpose, but feeble in all the means of 
its support. Month by month it has given strong rea- 
sons for its assurance; and has received in return that 
patronage, which enables its Editor to enter upon the 
duties of a new year, with increased courage. ‘lhe 
days of chivalry are passed; men cannot case in 
iron, or tilt with furious spears in defence of female 
beauty: the contest for independence is also finished ; 
we cannot enter the tented field, and fight with the 
sword for liberty; we cannot spread our‘ sails to the 
wind, and on the bespattered deck of a victorious ship, 
indite, ‘‘ we have met the enemy, and they are ours.” We 
are thankful to be denied the glory of such exploits. 
The reign of peace is the desire of our heart. We do 
not fear; but we rather love our species; we would not 
destroy, but heal our erring fellow creatures. And in 
combatting the proud mystery, that shuts the gentler 
sex from its boasted light and benefits, we display the 
true courtesy of meritorious knighthood, without hack- 
ing or maiming the body with bloody weapons; and in 
devoting both time and talents, to rescue our civil and 
political institutions from the thraldom of midnight arts, 
and of treasonable oaths, we exercise that pure love of 
country, which has in ail ages ennobled the patriot, and 
nerved the soldiers of liberty. ‘The men who erect the 
public press to bear upon the fortresses of Freemasonry, 
are the sons of those, who opened the batteries of free- 
dom upon the strong holds of British tyranny ; they do 
honor to their Fathers. Fanueil Hall rings again with 
the voice of struggling independence, and many journals 
breathe the air of freedom, which a year ago breathed 
not, or were subject to masonic bondage. Then Penn- 
sylvania, Massachusetts, and Vermont, liberally sustain- 
ed scarcely one Free press each ; now they number more 
than thirty together. Connecticut, Rhode Island, or 
Ohio, had but one. Now they number two in Rhode 
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Island, two in Connecticut, and five or more in Ohio, 
Then in the state of New-York, Washington county, 
Saratoga, Ulster, Otsego, Jefferson, Oneida, and Che- 
nango, were destitute of a free press. Now they are 
well supplied, and our papers generally, in those 
countics, have more readers than the best, and less 
advertising patronage than the poorest, older papers ; 
which shews that the public business and the public 
will, are there manilestly in different and opposite chan- 
nels. Ina republic, this cannot always continue: and 
strife must exist until the two meet, coincide, and run 
harmoniously together. It requires no prophet to tell 
our free citizens, that their will, righteously and tempe- 
rately expressed, is sovereign and must prevail. 

It is not only that new papers have been multiplied, 
but with a very few exceptions, those previously estab- 
lished in our enterprise have been greatly strengthened. 
The Rochester Enquirer, the A. M. Intelligencer, Hart- 
ford, Ct., the Boston Free Press, Ms. the A. M. Herald, 
Lancaster, Pa. and the North Star, at Danville, Vermont, 
with many others, have a wider circulation and a firmer 
support by far, than they had one year ago. They were 
then making an experiment ; that experiment is now 
made, and they are established. It does not surprise 
us, if the loss uf a paper has sometimes put our young 
cause to shame, by the inexperience of an editor, or the 
indulgence of a spirit, more courageous than wise, more 
ardent than cautious. Such failure may arise from a 
variety of causes independent cf the sound principles of 
Antimasonry ; and, altho’ itisto be carefully avoided, 
we learn that, ina generous enterprise, no loss saving 
virtue, is greatly to be feared : Bunker hill was lost in bat- 
tle, and yet gains a proud name in the annals of liberty. 

By books, also, the press has contributed in an usual 
degree toward the advancement of our cause. It 
is but a year ago, that the secrets of the Chapter, 
and of the Encampment with all their rites of blas- 
phemy, and oaths of horror, were stitched together and 
circulated to the world. Inthe pres«-nt year, Light on Ma- 
sonry has been presented to the public, a faithful record 
of the higher flights of Masonic vanity ; a faithful expos- 
ure of the deeper caverns of masonic impiety. To have 
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this work stereotyped, is enough to form alone an era in 
antimasonry ; and that is done,—done by a firm with one 
partner a Freemason; and the desperate lodge, determ- 
ined to make known on a suitable occasion, both their 
impotence and their will, summon their brother before 
them to give account of himself for having undertaken 
this lawful enterprise of his trade ! 

The works that have been published are chiefly noticed 
in this volume. The Letters of the Rev. Mr. THACHER 
of Ms. and ofthe spirited Luke de Fauburg in the Boston 
Free Press, are tobe added with interest to the number ; 
and the Letter of the Hon. C. D. Colden to Col. Richard 
Varick, Thomas Fessenden, and Samuel St. John, for its 
candor and force, for its fairness and general acceptance 
with all classes of the community, deserves our special 
notice. One hundred taousand copies of this Letter, 
counting the reprint in the different newspapers of the 
union, and in pamphlets, have been put in circulation, 
and one million of thinking and reflecting souls have 
probably read it. This alone is worth a year’s toil, and 
it has been only the partial operation of six months. 

A pamphlet ‘“‘ Address of a Committee of citizens,” has 
recently appeared at Philadelphia, discovering great re- 
search, original conception, and highly interesting views 
of our cause. There are many others, imposs. ble to be 
enumerated here, which swell the value of Antimasonic 
publications of this year to a great amount. The num- 
ber of Newspapers open to the doctrines of Antimason- 
ry is nearly doubled; the Ist Nov. 1828 could not 
tell fifty, when the first of Nov. 1829 can tell seventy- 
five ; the demand for new presses and competent Ed- 
itors, is loud, from every inhabited quarter of the com- 
pass ; some of our old and best established newspapers 
are beginning, as it were, to rub open their eyes, and 
to admit an indirect ray of Antimasonry, into their 
columns, and we have great reason to promise ourselves 
from the seed scattered this year, to reap in the next an 
abundant harvest. 

Add to this the addresses of Conventions for nominat- 
ing Senators and Assembly men ; the numerous and 
powerful orations delivered on the 11th September, Com- 
memorative of the lawless abduction of Wm. Morgan ; 
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and the mighty arguments andthe calm Appeals made 
by the Dedham, Albany, Harrisburg, and Montpelier 
Conventions, to their constituents and to the public, and 
we have a large body of Antimasonic documents, the 
productions of the present year; a collection of papers 
which will not suffer by a comparison with the political 
papers of our country in any period of its history. 

3. State Conventions. In this particular the history 
of a year past is most interesting. It is the genius of a 
fiee government to be mightily swayed by the deliberate 
expression of the public wili. Large Conventions of 
honest citizens, respectable for their virtue and revered 
for their talents and usefulness, give a dignity and force 
to the principles which they advocate, and to the inter- 
ests which they represent, at the same time that they in 
the best possible manner express a true portion of the 
public will. Men of character and of wealth, constantly 
occupied by the cares and relations dependent on weight 
of character and of wealth, will never leave their farms 
and offices and firesides, freely to go one hundred miles, 
ona matter which they do not really believe to be hon- 
orable and important. Honest men attending from a 
distance in public c.nvention, give the best possible tes- 
timony to the purity of their purpose, and to the justice of 
their cause. Should they assemble in secret convention, 
that would be quite another thing ; should their expen- 
ses be paid from a fund formed for the sake of charity, 
and of a good supper, that would put a new complexion 
upon the affair, but coming on public business, at their 
own cost, they entitle their proceedings to our attention, 
and their motives to our respect. 

A single convention of a State had been called for An- 
timasonry one year ago. The zeal of those men who 
sent the public attention after Morgan to Smyrna, and 
to the rocky mountains, was stoutly exerted to laugh 
away the idea of a State Convention ; yet, at Utica the 
first of Autimasonry was held Aug. 4th 1828: Thenext 
was held at Hartford, Connecticut, Feb. llth 1829: 
The third at Albany, 19th Feb.: The fourth at Har- 
risburg, Pennsylvania, 25th June: And the fifth at 
Montpelier, Vermont, Sth of August, last. 

What do these conventions do ? 
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Ask our common journals which rake the kennels of 
society for news ; and half of them cannot tell that there 
have been such conventions ; for they pay homage to 
the shrineof Freemasonry, they dare not say Mah! hah! 
bone! above their breath, nor print Antimason, without 
reproach in their columns ; the grv-atest portion of the oth- 
er half can only say: ‘“* the Convention met and dissolv- 
ed.” Burt the careful inquirer will find the proceedings 
of every convention, every day of its sitting, published 
in pamphlets, and in Antimason papers ; he will find 
their arguments clear, their deliberations grave, their 
resolutions patriotic, one of which resolutions alone is 
sufficiently important, to absorb all our attention here. 

The Convention at Albany, 19th Feb. 1829, by one 
of its resolutions, invited a NarionaL CoNnveNTION of 
Antimasons to meet at Philadelphia, Lith Sept. 1830. 
Tine is daily approving of the wisdom of this measure. 
The conventions of Vermont and Pennsylvania have con- 
curred in it. The meeting of 4000 citizens in Faneuil 
Hall invited the coming convention in Massachusetts for 
the purpese of appointing delegates tothat National Con- 
vention; and so the work steadily, briskiy, advances. 
The meeting of delegates at Philadelphia from every 
part of the Union is to our cause, like a mountain peak, 
visible in all our territory, toward which every important 
measure will have for the next eight months a natural 
and easy tendency. It1s to be hoped our friends in New- 
Jersey, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Alabama, 
and Louisiana, will be on the alert. Stir up the Con- 
ventions ; these give boldness and strength! Call by 
counties, and speak to your counties! Truth and right- 
eousness are with us, we need not be afraid. Action in- 
fuses vigor ; be up and doing in bands! Our enemy af- 
fords time to meet secretly, every full of the moon, can 
not we confront him publicly oncein our lives? Free- 
masonry assembles a state convention every year; An- 
timasonry may be allowed the same privilege. Free- 
masons have had national Conventions for twenty years, 
past, it is no sin for Antimasons to have one in 1830. 
What that Convention will de, we are mere free to say, 
than Freemasons are to tell what their conventions /ave 
done ; but one thing it will not do : it will not sit in se- 
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cret, with an officer at the door unknown to our laws, 
having a drawn sword in his hand. Its session will be 
public, its measures temperate, and its voice to Freema- 
sonty clear and firm : * Blood for blood! your life for 
Wm. Morgan’s !” 

4. New Discoveries of Facts. Vhe year is marked 
with notable events under this head. We are inces- 
santly charged with assailing Freemasons. Tosome ex- 
tent we plead guilty ; it is impossible to avoid it as facts 
shew. Itis impossible for man to tell the heart, for man 
to discriminate the shades of character in the individual 
members ofa great institution ; it is out of the question ; 
but a child may tell the character of Freemasonry ; a 
very simpleton may know the spirit of the institution ; 
and any man speaking of the institution, must of neces- 
sity speak of its members as one man. It would be ri- 
diculous to attempt any other course ; to say the good 
Freemasons, and the bad Freemasons; as if we should 
say, the good Jesuits, and the bad Jesuits, or even the 
xood Christians, and the bad Christians. We believe 
that most parties have a majority of honest men belong- 
ing tothem, men who love their country, and love their 
species, Freemasons, and Jesuits, as well as simple 
christians ; and it will not be denied again, that each of 
these parties has too many bad men. In our conten- 
tions, we strive not about men, but about principles ; we 
affirm of Freemasons, not as neighbours, but as mem- 
bers of the affiliated order ; we designate them by the 
company they choose to keep. If good men consort with 
Scribes, Pharisees, and hypocrites, none will spare the 
hypocrites for their sake. Do you suppose none of the 
lawyers were just men in the age of Pilate? yet the 
inildest and the best, who knew the thoughts of all hearts, 
solemnly pronounced : ‘* Wo unto you, also, ye lawyers! 
for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, &c.” 
We mince not truth in a vain attempt to suit every palate, 
but we speak truth; and if that is wo, to you Freema- 
sons! let the good forsake, the blood stained order. 
We quarrel with no man, we denounce no man; we de- 
nounce neither divines nor infidels ; neither lawyers, 
nor politicians. Wedo not say: ‘ you hypocrite, An- 
nas' you raurderer, Caiaphas!” but we do say: “you 
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‘reemasons, hypocrites !”’ to them our language is wo! 
for they love darkness, and hold to a lie ; for they have 
murdered afreeman ! they have made a wife a widow ! 
they have made helpless children orphans! and they 
conceal their crime with an oath; they shield their ini- 
quity with gold! 

Where every measure is propounded under an oath of 
inviolable secrecy ; where every plan is laid with a guard 
stationed at the council chamber, holding a drawn 
sword; where every act and purpose is publicly mantled 
with charity, and privately covered with the penalty of 
death, it is difficultto come at the knowledge of facts. 
Enough was known, however, to the inhabitants of 
Genesee county in New York, by that kind of evidence 
most valued in courts of justice, and called by the judg- 
es, inspection, to warrant them in charging the guilt of 
blood upon the institution of Freemasonry, more than 
two yearsago. ‘The thousand nameless things, which 
discover guilt in a company, as certainly as guilt in an 
individual, they saw with their eyes, and heard with 
their cars, and felt in their hearts. Yet the single items 
of evidence were so small, they could not be repeated to 
strangers without hazard of seeming to be greatly mag- 
nified in importance ; and the Fraternity were ready to 
catch at this, and mourn over it, in charity, asa melan- 
choly proof of mental delusion, not equalled since the 
Salem witchcraft. How lovely this made them appear. 
How distracted it shewed the Antimasons! The Fra- 
ternity every where furnished zealous men to push along 
this account of the matter, and they have the power and 
the effrontery, in all parts of the Union, to make the 
great public believe, that Antimasons area very disin- 
genuous race, who charge the most ancient aud honor- 
able society with high crimes, on the slightest evidence. 

Having the facts chiefly in their own fraternal keep- 
ing, they lustily called upon Antimasons for them. They 
denied the abduction, the violence, the murder, and in 
a tone of defiance, they demanded: “the facts, the 
facts!” But when facts were shewn, they had men to 
impeach the credibility of witnesses, never impeached 
before ; they had sworn friends enough to browbeat the 
officers of the law, the appointed guardians of public jus- 
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tice, in the discharge of their official duty ; they raised 
the cry of persecution, and with amazing effrontery rep- 
resented the friends of the law and of the constitution, 
as villanous disturbers of the public peace, insomuch that 
they made the name Anfimoson, a term of reproach, lite 
tle better than traitor and rebel. “ Faets!” they eried, 
** Give us facts!” Noisau might say Morgan was kil- 
led, assassinated, under penalty of being reported a fool 
ora knave. When their own brethren plead “ Gui/ty” 
in open court, they counted it nothing; when others 
fled from their country, they represented it to be a 
journey for the sake of business, or of pleasure ; when 
others refused to testify, as witnesses, lest they should 
implicate themselves, they did not regard it ; and when 
one, their fellow, their misguided brother, yielded up 
the facts from his burdened soul, and preferred his coun- 
try to Freemasonry, they burned, they raved, they cal- 
umniated ; they flattered, tempted, and threatened ; they 
wrongfully swore his testimeny out of court, still crying 
as before : ** Give us only the facts!” 

This spirit was not peculiar toa few, was not limited 
to the worthless, was not confined to the scene of the 
principal outrages. It was too common to the great 
Fraternity wherever they are found ; it was conspicuous 
in distinguished men and leading prints ; it was, tt ts, A 
SIGN and a TOKEN, by which a freemason may be known 
to all men by night or by day. How did they abuse the 
Lewiston committee! A more honorable, indefatigable, 
and faithful committee cannot be found. It is their high 
praise, it will be their lasting encomium, thatthe Nar- 
rative of Facts, published under their hand, in the Sum- 
mer after Morgan’s abduction, giving a particular and 
minute account of the principal circumstances, from the 
time he was first put on the Genesee limits, to the time 
he was incarcerated in fort Niagara, has never been in 
any part publicly contradicted, but has im every part 
been corroborated by time, and confirmed by additional 
testimony. But the Fraternity, the Freemasons, abused 
them, as if they had been cut-throats : they did verily 
obey their sworn obligation, to traduce, revile, and bring 
to the most condign punishment, these their enemies, 
according to the established usages of the order. 
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Such things are too bad to be true ; we almost fear 
they will not find a ready belief; indeed we would not 
have them. Doubt, reader; say this is too much; say 
that Freemasons are better men; that the zeal of the 
writer cerries him too far. Ab! have charity; suifer 
long ; be wise as a serpent ; be courteous, be merciful. 
Remember W *** was, and LaF *** is, a Freemason. 
Call to mind the widow relieved, the orphan guided, and 
the prisoner saved, by Freemasonry: and wien you 
have done, when you have bathed your heart in tender- 
ness for your friends, treemasons, and filled your bosom 
with love for these who are lovely, still know, and be 
sure that these things are so ; know that the divine order 
is a counterfeit, that the moral order 1s a traitor, that the 
charitable order is a murderer ; and that Freemusons 
have called for the facts, while they themselves have 
concealed them ; that the Grand Chapter of New-York 
in Feb. 182% solemnly affirmed, individually and collect- 
ively, that they knew naught of Morgan’s abduction, 
while some of the active conspirators, were sitting in 
that body, and the body itself voted money, it is athirmed, 
to defray in part the charges attendaut upon that act of 
violence. See Taber Potter and Dr. Fyfield, Seneca 
county, N. ¥. 

There are rumors of a still darker complexion: 
and where an adversary leaves us to the guide of 
our judgment, always seeking to conceal the facts, 
we are forced to pay attention to rumors; and when 
we repeatedly hear nearly the same thing from 
different, and, as it would seem, from independent 
sources, we name it, that our enemy may have opportu- 
nity to explain, if there isan error; and that our friends 
may follow up the report, if there be good ground for it. 

Who can tell the interesting debates and the fear- 
ful decision of the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States respecting Wm. Morgan, at their session in the 
city of New-York, Sept. 13, 1826, to which decision the 
G. G. High Priest was obedient, although dissenting ? 

But one year past has put in the possession of the 
public, things before concealed, which conclusively set- 
tle the concern of the masonic institution in the murder 


of Capt. Morgan. Henry F. Yates has publicly, and in 
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a solemn manner, this year declared, that the Grand 
Lodge of New-York, at their session in June 1827, did 
vote and pay the sum of $250 to Eli Bruce, late sheriff 
of Niagara county, to remunerate him, in part, for the 
loss of his office, owing to his concern in the abduction 
of William Morgan. ‘This weighty charge Mr. Yates 
accompanied with a defiance ‘to any honest and consci- 
entious’”’ member of that Grand Lodge, to deny it on his 
corporal cath, if he dare: thus putting it to any honest 
member of the Grand Lodge, to silence him, if, with 
truth, he could. Mr. Yates went further, and pledged 
himself to the public to PROVE it, (would the Grand 
lodge consent to a feigned issue,) to the satisfaction of 
a court and jury! Mr. Yates was 14 years clerk of 
Montgomery county ; as a man fit to hold a seat in the 
Grand Lodge of New-York in 1827, he is entitled to re- 
ceive a reply, if one could be given, to this charge. Nine 
months have passed, since it was published ; the Grand 
Lodge have, m the mean time, held a session; but 
neither body, nor member, has replied to their renoun- 
cing brother, whose statement it is base to neglect, if 
it were possible to contradict it. ‘The institution is 
guilty. 

Parson G. Shipman, M. D.a_ respectable citizen of 
Onondaga, and a renouncing mason, in May last, pub- 
lished on the authority of three members of that Grand 
Lodge, the same fact stated by Mr. Yates, witha 
variation only in the sum: $100 instead of $250. It is 
not our province to account for the discrepance in the 
sum; but we hazard nothing in saying, that either of 
these gentlemen has sufficient respectability of charac- 
ter, to call out, not one only, but every one of the Grand 
Lodge, to correct his statements, if there is any mali- 
cious calumny of their great body contained in them. 
They make no reply ; hoping, no doubt, for the charitable 
conclusion of the law when a prisoner arraigned at the 
bar, refuses tv plead to the indictment. 

Under this head we place a later discovery. Jarvis 
F. Hanks, Editor of the Investigator, an Antimasonic 
paper in this city, an honest man, with a wife and fami- 
ly of dependent children, late High Priest of Webb 
chapter, Cleaveland, Ohio, and within the year a re- 





12.] AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 371 


nouncing mason, has solemnly declared, under his own 
hand, and published in the newspaper, that while visit- 
ing in Jerusalem Chapter in this city, in the Autumn of 
A. D. 1827, a resolution was introduced to appropriate 
$500 for the use of the Western sufferers! to be for- 
warded to Rochester by a gentlemen then present, who 
would also carry contributions from several other ma- 
sonic Fraternities in this city, towards the same object. 
As a mason, as a citizen of unspotted character, in the 
fellowship of the Presbyterian church, Mr. Hanks is 
fully entitled to credit. His testimony has been six 
weeks in public, where Jerusalem chapter at midnight 
sits, and no contradiction comes to meet it, no explana- 
tion to qualify it. But this comes, a rwmor from Ro- 
chester to confirm it with a vengeance.* 

Once more; Avery Allyn, late Junior Warden in 
Clinton Encampment, Ct. and now a renouncing ma- 
son, with the deepest impression of the important con- 
sequences, has in the past year made oath, that visiting 
in St. John’s Masonic Hall,Frankfort-st. N. York, in the 
Spring of 1828, he was there informed more than once, 
by different individuals, that Chipperfield, ( Richard 
Howard of the Morgan conspiracy,) received shelter 
and charity in that Hall, confessing himself to be the 
murderer of Morgan, and claiming the aid of his ma- 
sonic brethren on that account! One of his informers, 
whom Mr. Allyn privately names, has under oath deni- 
ed, that he gave Mr. Allyn such information ; but before 
he made that eath, he threatened a friend to his inno- 
cence,t with vengeance unto death, if the affidavit of Mr. 
Allyn was published, and confessed the threat before 
witness; and he also solemnly declared, that he is a 
great mason, and knows what Freemasonry is, and that 
there is not a word of truth in Morgan’s book! The 
contradictory statement of such a man, to clear himself, 
does not impeach Mr. Allyn’s veracity, never before 


* The then High Priest of Jerusalem Chapter speaks of it in con- 
versation. How quickly would he deny it under his name before 
the public, if he could do i it innocently. ‘Twenty-four hours would 
be enough to bring out every member of the chapter; six weeks 
pass and the public are still left to draw their own inferences. 

* The Editor. 
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impeached ; it rather confirms it; and when we con- 
sider, that the threatener of vengeance, and the denier 
of Morgan’s book, is, indecd, a great mason, and is also 
in fellowship with the church in this city, we have re- 
newed evidence of the corrupting and infernal spirit of 
Freemasonry. 

We shail not lessen the importance of these facts by 
a further enumeration of discoveries made plenteous- 
ly during the past year, in the progress of the indict- 
ments and trials of the Morgan conspirators. Enough 
is before the reader to shew him the great advance of 
Antimasonry under this head; enough to justify our 
charges against the Masonic institution, without subject- 
ing ourselves to the charge of malice, or of mental de- 
rangement ; and enough, one would think, to make it a 
serious question. with an eminent philanthropist and 
statesman, whether he ought to stand at the ¢head of 
Freemasoury iu the state of New-\ ork. 

5. Results of Elections. We hear a great deal said 
about excitement, as if it were a new thing in the world, 
a thing most dreadful to our lukewarm friends, and 
alarmed enemies. A deeper, holier, and warmer ez- 
citement, this people never saw, than that which wrought 
the political salvation of our country; but tories and 
Britons sadly complained of it ; could they have quelled 
the excitement, king George and Freemasonry might 
now have had North America. 

** Ay, but political excitement ; party excitement ; that 
is the evil.” 

How inconsiderate are they who make this distinc- 
tion. A free citizen of this republic, who feels no inte- 
rest, and takes no part in the elections, must be a hope- 
less bachelor, a childless man destitute of a hold upon 
posterity, a candidate for Past Master Mason, or for 
the Odd Fellows Society, where government is a trick, 
and misrule is fun. The genius of our institutions fos- 
ters political excitement ; the habits of our countrymen 
prove its general harmlessness; the life of liberty re- 
quires its exercise. Wedo not plead for excesses; 
but we justify political excitement; and quote to our 
purpose the words, “It is Goon to be zealously affected 
in a good thing.” (Gal. 4.) If politics are a #n04 **” 
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the Apostle is with us; if not a good thing, we may 
throw away our political constitutions, and give the reins 
to licentiousness. 

Excitement is not an evil; political excitement is not 
an evil; but only the Antimasonic excitement! That is 
the trouble. ‘That is a fever, which will kill Freema- 
sonry, if her political doctors cannot find a way to allay 
it. ‘That is an ague, shaking the mystery with fearful 
spasms ;—death is at the door ; death enters by the ex- 
citement. Freemasons and Antimasons see this alike, 
and they yield to it with diverse feelings. This whole 
Union is excited to newspaper loggerheads, by every 
presidential election. It is unavoidable; we must have 
it; and it is more worthy of intelligent republicans, 
to make it bruise bad principles, than to let it fall 
on bad mén; it is vastly more important, to cut away 
with it the pillars of Freemasonry, than to let it frit- 
ter upon the pillars of the constitution. A great ex- 
citement, not to say just, was produced at the last 
election, mainly for reform. We suy, let it go on; not 
against men, but against corrupt principles; not to 
eject faithful servants of the public, but to eject treason- 
able oaths from office ; not to shake the stability of our 
government, but to destroy a dangerous despotism with- 
im our government; not tu vex honest freemasons, but to 
annihilate false Freemasonry. Itis an excitement upon 
principle, and not of self-interest ; it arises upon a so- 
lemn question, not whether this or that statesman'shall 
rule; but whether equal rights or secret oaths ; whether 
public laws or traitorous combinations, shall prevail. 

This is a worthy question; quite as fit to agitate the 
public mind, as whether Mr. Thompson or Mr. Throop 
shall be governor? Whether Mr. Van Buren, or Mr. 
Clay shall be the next President ? 

This question was first carried systematically to the 
polls, A. D. 1827, in the insulted district. The sheriffs 
and magistrates, who are elected by the people, repeat- 
edly in the Morgan conspiracy, proved recreant to du‘, , 
and disobedient to that public, whose servants they 
were, by a paramount deference to the oaths of Free- 
masonry. Morgan’s abduction and murder were a com- 
mon jest with Freemasons, and insult and a justification 
were superadded to the crimes of arson, kidnanping, and 
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murder. ‘ Let alone,” they said, ‘‘ you can do nothing ; 
who are your sheriffs and magistrates and jury ? If Mor- 
gan is killed, he is rightly served; but it is only a spe- 
culation of Morgan and Miller; when they have filled 
their pockets, Morgan will come to life again.” 

Soberly we deem this enough to call up a spirit 
in New- York, detormined to reformthe sheriffs and ma- 
gistrates; and it has quickly done it. Two years and 
six months only have elapsed, since the political provo- 
cation began, and now it is very hard work to make a 
masonic King, so much as a republican constable, in all 
the 170 miles, over which Capt. Morgan was violently 
carried. Every county he touched is thoroughly anti- 
masonic, and many of the counties round about the 
scene of his sufferings. 

This question was first submitted to the entire state 
of Vermont by the convention of Antimasons at Mont- 
pelier, Sth of August last; and on three weeks notice, 
Antimasonry received three-tenths of the whole vote of 
the state, three regular candidates being up, and the An- 
timason alone declining! This is the more cheering, 
there being only two Antimasonic papers in the state, 
until after the election ; now there are six to arrange 
our battle in Vermont for a future day. 

Who laughed at the honest Pensylvanians for geiding 
up the dead cause in their state ? Was it the New-York 
Courier and Enquirer ? the Commercial? the Argus ? 
Tt was the whole company, whose columns exhibit mirth 
for a murder committed by Freemasonry ; whose col- 
umns much misrepresent the conduct and motives of 
those citizens, who have, at great expense, aided the 
laws, laboring against a powerful and secret combina- 
tien. But how is their laughing mouth turned awry by 
the result! How has their pouting lip fallen! How has 
their countenance changed! We save our pity ; worse 
things are in store for them. Pennsylvania only gath- 
ered Antimasons in Convention from 13 counties out of 
51, on the 25th of June last. They nominated a gov- 
ernor, not knowing that he would accept their honor. 
They entered upon the electioneering contest with only 
seven English papers, of a feeble circulation, in all the 
state. They were opposed by the regular line of the 
National administration ; a powerful phalanx in Penn- 
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sylvania ; they were supported by almost every print of 
the late administration ; and they were opposed by the 
secret arts and public slanders of vain glorious F'ree- 
masonry. Yet they polled 50,151 votes, where the 
mighty polled 76,673. ‘They carried majorities in six- 
teen counties, and tied with 2016 votes in another ! And 
these counties were, at the presidential election, the 
strength of the present administration, which is conclu- 
sive proof, that the Antimason vote in Pennsylvania was 
not made up of the odd ends, and disappointed politi- 
cians of a defeated party. 

A remarkable and most interesting feature seen in all 
the election returns, is, that Antimasonry triumphed, in 
proportion as it was understood ; the counties in Pennsyl- 
vania having free presses, gave with one or two excep- 
tions, Antimasonic majorities, and those majorities were 
greater, or less, in some proportion to the time the pa- 
pers had been circulating ; while the counties destitute 
of free presses, gave fewer or no votes for Antimason- 
ry ; and the two counties where the free press was de- 
feated, gave large Antimasonic minorities. 

The Antimason counties are Adams, Bedford, Ches- 
ter, Cambria, Crawjord, Dauphin, Erie, Huntingdon, In- 
diana, and Jefferson, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lycoming, 
Mercer, Somerset, Union, and Washington, (seventeen) 
Franklintied. Of allthe Antimasonic papers in Penn- 
sylvania, except the Union Telegraph, the oldest is 
the Antimasonic Herald, commenced June 1828, Lancas- 
ter county. ‘That county gave the largest Antimason 
vote in the state, 5042. The greatest Antimason ma- 
jority in any county except Erie, was in Union, (the seat 
of the above excepted Telegraph,) where the vote was 
2068 to 764! This is the residence of Ner Muipp.es- 
WARTH ; and this is the evidence his county gives of 
their conviction, that the mean attempt to hoodwink 
Mr. Middieswarth with a view to fit him to be a_candi- 
date for Governor, was the legitimate operation of false 
Freemasonry. In Somerset is one of the oldest Anti- 
mason papers, and there were polled 1520 votes to 584, 
which is excellent testimony to the good effect of a well 
established free press. Erie gave more than three to 
one for Antimasonry, 1546 to 497! In Alleghany, An- 
timasonry had a paper about three weeks old, at the time 
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of the election and lost the victory, 1872 to 2077: one 
weck’stime would probably have saved it. Lehighis the 
other county defeated, in which is an Antimason paper : 
and it is curious to observe, that the vote stood 1453. to 
1649, while in the very next county adjoining, Northamp- 
ton, where there is no free press, it stood 45% to 4006! 
Besides Alleghany and Lehigh, Antimasonry was victo- 
rious wherever it had a free press, altho’ many of those 
Victorious cou.ties had not enjoyed the advantage of a 
free press above four months. 

The ignorance of Philudelphia upon this question is 
exhibited inthe vote ofthat city and county, 11393 to 
546! Not a paper im that city or county that did not snuff 
at Antimasonry, or positively slight and cover it. The 
people had no information before them upon the subject ; 
they were hoodwinked by a hoodwinked press. The 
contrast between Philadelphia and Lancaster, or Som- 
erset, or even Alleghany, tsa full and satisfactory proof, 
that Antimasonry is not Aostility to the national admin- 
istration, (for on that ground a large vote might be poll- 
ed in Philadelphia,) and that Autimasonry does not de- 
pend on ignorance, or the want of information ; but tt 
depends on the possession of information. It does not de- 
pend on vice, or a paltry ambition, or an unstable popu- 
lation, for then a great city would furnish it readily with 
a strong vote; but it depends on the independent and 
virtuous yeomaury, and it will triumph. Antimasonry 
is truth; it will prevail. 

This is a glorious view of the subject, and every read- 
er will feel interested with additional proof to the same 
point, viz. toshew that Antimasonry, like truth, depends 
on information for its life and growth. How do its ene- 
mies treat it? The Argus, the Courrer, and the rest? 
Do they examine it? Do they unfold it to their read- 
ers? Do they point out its influence good or bad, and 
expatiate upon it? Notthey. ‘I'his would be giving the 
people information, information, information ; aud they 
know that the spread of information cherishes the 
cause they wish to kill. But whatdo they do? They 
sneer at it, (which sends four Senators and twenty nine 
representatives to Albany, and six members to Congress) 
as a humbug! they in the face of the facts contained in 
this article, publish to the world: ‘* Antimasonry is ad- 
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vancing backwards :” they hum and thrumb upon re-ac- 
tion, and unblushingly pronounce Antimasonry dead ; 
yes, dead, and put in the coffin! nailed up with a jest, 
and buried with a laugh! This is possible, because it 1s so, 
exuctiy so ; and it proves that to make known the cause 
of Antumasonry, is certain death to opposition: The 
people will receive it, will vote for it, wherever it is 
properly understood. 

Another proof of this may be drawn from the same 
returns of the late election in Pennsylvania. ‘The coun- 
ties in which Antimasonry prevailed, or had large mi- 
norities, are found not only turnished with a free press, 
but they lie mostly, or altogether, on the great and lead- 
ing routes through the state. Take the road from Phil- 
adelphia by Lancaster to Pittsburg, and it leads through 
Chester, Lancaster, Adams, Franklin, Bed ford,and Somer- 
set, antimason counties. On the same road are Bucks, 
York, and Westmoreland, in which, except Bucks, were 
large Antimasonic minorities. Another principal road 
runs from Easton onthe Delaware, through the beautiful 
valley between North and South mountains, quite into 
Virginia. On this are Northampton, Lehigh, Berks, Le- 
hanon, Dauphin, Cumberland, and Franklin. These, ex- 
cept Northampton, shewed well for Antinasonry. Again 
the great road from Erie to Pittsburg and Wheeling, 
leads thro’ Eric, Crawford, Mercer, Butler, Alleghany, 
and Washington Counties. The italics are antimason. 
Butler, as well as Alleghany, gave a large minority tor 
Antimasonry. Verily the great turnpikes are a formi- 
dable enemy to treemasonry ; our foes must block np 
the highways, if they would stop the progress of cur 
cause ; and how strange it is, that Antimasonry should 
already possess the great thoroughfares of Pennsylva- 
nia, while the Newspapers are in the hands of the ene- 
my ! 

This view of our subject is too important to be dis- 
missed, while factscan be adduced to illustrate it. The 
history of the cause in New-York is a perfect confession 
of the same great truth, viz. that Antimasonry, for its 
life, depends on information, and for its growth, on the 
spread of information. ‘lake for example the city of 
N. York. We have seven, and until very recently we have 
had nine streams of daily news, to enlighten and refresh 
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our population, besides a host of weekly, monthly, and 
periodical papers of all classes, sizes, and denominations. 

Onc small paper a week circulates to about three 
hundred of our citizens, and this Review te one hun- 
dred andten. Besides these (which ate not to be men- 
tioned, except for precision,) none of the newspaper 
host will enlarge upon Antimasonry ; but one will en- 
danger its patronage by the admission of the most im- 
portant antimasonic facts into its columns; not one will 
consent to publish the reports of the Senate, and of the 
Assembly upon the Morgan Affair, so lateas last Spring, 
although several were particularly requested even by 
committees of public meetings: and the letter of the 
Hon. CADWALLADER D. CoLpEN, was never published, 
and hardly a line of it, in any one of them. 

But many of them are constantly throwing out gibes 
and filth, to disgrace, and to disfigure our cause. It is 
true, many citizens know that great allowance is to be 
made for the masonic character of such papers ; but af- 
ter all, the channels of information are not merely shut 
to the truth of Antimasonry, but they are generally 
used to pervert it, and the city is kept in ignorance, so 
that one half believe that Morgan was not abducted by 
masons ; they verily believe to this day, that he is alive 
and fattening on the spoils of his ‘* wretched and lying 
volume,” (New-York Enquirer, March, 1827,) while a 
few knaves take advantage of the excitement, t» crowd 
themselves before the public: and they vote 341 in 
20,000 for Antimasonry ! 

The same ignorance prevails on Long-Island, and 
there no ticket is run for Antimasonry. But ascend 
the Hudson eighty miles to Ulster, and we have a strong 
vote ; the Palladium gives Ulster County information of 
the truth, and the people testify to it at the polls. 
Orange on the South of Ulster is dead in ignorance and 
Freemasonry ; Dutchess on the East is the same. 
Their news papers are numerous, five, if we are in- 
formed rightly, in each county ; but never one of them 
speaks of Antimasonry, only as one would take up a 
toad with a pair of tongs. 

Let this serve as a sample, where the people are de- 
prived of Antimasonic information. We find that, 
ignorant, they do not act, on the other hand, observe 
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how they grow and wax strong in Antimasonry, where 
they have free presses. In Washington county, fifty 
miles North of Albany, last year Antimasonry did not 
run a ticket for the Assembly, this year it run a full 
ticket in / last November it gave 393, out of 6742 votes 
for governor, this November it gives 2435, out of 5805, 
for Senator. What an astonishing change! ‘The An- 
timasonic Champion sprang up in Washingten County 
last May, and this has given the people information, and 
they have sealed it with the ballot box: TRUE. Go 
West of Albany to Oneida 100 miles. Last November 
Antimasonry received in that county 139 out of 11006 
votes : this year how many should it have ? An amaz- 
ing difference is there, also, wrought by the increase of 
knowledge. Few in that county a year ago, knew 
much about Antimasonry, except in passing; but last 
January the Elucidator sprang up among them to dif- 
fuse information, and 2913 legally qualified voters 
have set to that information their seal, that it is both 
IMPORTANT AND TRUE. Turn South of Oneida to 
Otsego. November 1828 Antimasonry received in 
Otsego County 523 out of 8098 votes. November 1829 
it received in that same county 2523 out of 5993 votes. 
The Tocsin has been circulating Antimason informa- 
tion there since last June, and 2000 votes are the 
fruits of the first summer’s work! To make this 
the more apparent, step into Schenectady county, there 
the antimasonic vote was 249 last year, and is 383 this 
year ; the county was then, and is now destitute of a 
free press, and the increase of information, and of Anti- 
masonry, is necessarily slow. 

Cayuga has a paper, and gave last year 544, this 
year 2447 votes for Antimasonry ; while Onondaga has 
no paper. and gave last year 592 out of 8125: this year 
1212 out of 5424. Madison, we turn back to notice. 
Antimasonry has there a sterling paper, and from the 
beginning has had ; that is a fact ; and last year it had 
1876 out of 5814 votes, and this year 2473 out of 5298 
votes ; but it carried its Assembly ticket last year in 
part, and now has lost it. Freemasonry is delighted 
with this triumph, purchased at the expense of 597 
Antimasonic gain ! 

Antimasonry is a principle: and principles are the 
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same every where. It is brought home to the under- 
standing of the citizens of Western New-York, and they 
approve of it. They are not differently made from 
other men ; they are not less fit for jurors, for lawyers, 
or for judges, than their fellow citizens of the South and 
East. But they alone are decidedly Antimasons, be- 
cause they alone are deeply read in the wicked and dan- 
gerous character of freemasonry. ‘The rest of the Un- 
ion is fast acquiring the information necessary to be- 
come in its whole extent Antimasonic, and a firm pha- 
lanx to sustain and extend the necessary information, 
which Freemasonry can neither resist, nor break, 
is now formed by the Western District of New- 
York. At every previous election, many distinct par- 
ties have been so mixed in bands, that it was impossible 
to obtain a clear and unqualified expression of the pub- 
lic will upon the fate of Freemasonry. But not so this 
election ; every interest disappeared in the &th Senator- 
ial district, but the masonic andthe Antimasonic. ‘The 
entire voice of the people was expresse | upon twotickets 
only, and Antimasonry comes ont. on such trial 7920 
voices in the majority. We would inquire: if a dead 
party, officia'ly reported by the state paper to be nailed 
up in thecoffin, could so vindieate its good name, and 
also chastise its enemies, what is to be expected from it, 
alive, and marchmg to victory, both toward Albany 
and Washington city ? your answer Brother! 

In the six Senatorial Districts of the State of New- 
York, where Antimasonry run a candidate, it received 
one-third of the whole vote given, and succeeded in one 
of the six. Let our enemies enjoy their triumph. 

Senatorial 





District. Antimason. Opposition. 
No. 3. 501 16923 
N.:. 4. 5662 21311 
Now. 5. 11061 17021 
N.. 6. 8980 14390 
No. 7. 10703 14034 
No. 8. 21360 13446 

62763 97125 


Last year those same six districts gave 215,000 
votes nearly; this year 160,000. But the Anti- 
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masonic gain in the 160,000 votes cast, is above 30,000 ; 
nearly one-fifth of the whole number ! Suppose the same 
ratio of gain in the 55,006 who did not vote this year, and 
did vote last, (and we have a right to our proportion,) 
this gives 10,000 more the absolute gain in the six Dis- 
tricts. And if Antimasonry had Jost, in proportion with 
the whole loss, its vote, this election, in the six districts, 
would have been about 25,000, whereas it is 62,763, an 
increase equal to 150 per cent. per ann. We area little 
disappointed in this; we had expected so good a busi- 
ness would have netted 200 per cent. ; but we shall not 
grieve about it. 

The people of New-York will be electing a Governor 
next autumn. Suppose Antimasonry nets in the entire 
State of New-York 150 per cent. again next year, (the 
whole number of votes being as they were last year,) 
—that is too much.* Suppose in the State it nets 
100 per cent. in the coming year, that will elect the 
governor, and that is enough. Gen. Miller, at the bat- 
tle of Lundy’s Lane, being required by his comman- 
der to storm the British battery, and possess the height, 
replied, ‘I will try, Sir!” And at the point of the 
bayonet, he carried it. 

So Wayne, storming Stony Point, ordered every flint 
to be taken out of the guns; and, to succeed, we must 
avoid flashing and firing ; take the flints out of the guns, 
fix truth for the bayonet, and march right upon the 
enemy; not with a shout, but with a settled purpose ; 
and they cannot stand it; they will either fly like pi- 
geons, or capitulate after a broken battle. 

But renunciations, conventions, and elections, all 
yield in importance and give place to the following. 


ROBERT ANDERSON. 


On the trial of Elihu Mather, indicted for a conspi- 
racy to kidnap Capt. Morgan, in the circuit court of Or- 
leans county 11th Nov. 1822, Judge Gardiner presiding, 
the first question raised by the counsel was upon the 
manner of ascertaining whether the Jurors were unbi- 


“The Antimason vote for Representatives is estimated on the age, 3000 above that 





for Senators. The Antimason votes cast in the first and Senatorial Districts are 
aa estimated at 4000. Total Antimason vote cast in the State of New-York, Nov- 
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assed. Judge Gardiner remarked that questions would 
probably arise of considerable importance, and suggest- 
ed the propricty of putsuing the legal course, which’ was 
adopted. The clerk proceeded to draw the jury ; Wil- 
liam Loomis and Simeon Gilding were taken, and being 
found acceptable to both parties, were appointed triérs 
by the court. 

Jonathan French, Amos Cliff, John Follet, Charles 
Kelly, Samuel Church, Chauncey Hood, Epaphras Pen- 
nell, Luther St. John, and Daniel Reed, were severally 
challenged in their order, by the defendant’s counsel, 
put under oath and examined, and those four in italies 
were sworn as jurors. The others were rejected by the 
triers. ‘Then Wm. Bullard being drawn, said he had 
formed an opinion ; and he was excused from sitting. 

Ropert ANDERSON was next drawn. Joun C. 
SPENCER, special counsel for the state, assisted by 
by J. B. Coles, challenged this juror, on the ground 
that he was a Royal Arch Mason. General Vincent 
Matthews, Wm. H. Adams, and Daniel D. Barnard, 
counsel for the prisoner, demanded tliat the cause of 
ehallenge should be reduced to writing. This being 
done, and the point that the prisoner and Juror were of 
the same company, or corporation, having been argtied, 
the court overruled the challenge “‘ for principal cause.” 
Mr. Spencer then challenged “ to the favor ;” and as- 
signed that Judge Anderson was an important witness in 
the case, and ought not to be onthe jury. Defendant’s 
counsel replied, that the duty of juror and witness did 
not interfere, and they should not consent to excuse 

him for that cause. 

The same Triers \.cre again sworn, and Mr. Spencer 
called Dr. Jos. K. Brown. Witness, Anderson, and the 
prisuner, are members of the Gaines Chapter, R. A. Ma- 
sons. Witness does not remember a quarter of the 
Royal Arch oath; and is unwilling to say any thing 
about his masonic obligations. There is something 
about helping a Companion Royal Arch Mason out of 
difficulty. The words are, ‘‘ J will aid and assist a com- 
panion Royal Arch Mason, wherever I shall see him en- 
gaged in any difficulty, so far as to extricate him from the 
the same, x 3 © right or wrong.” There is a sign to 

communicate distress, and the sign binds a mason to 
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his hrother’s relief: thinks the obligation imperative, 
if the person to whom the sign is given, has power to 
relieve. 

Cross examined by Defendant's counsel. Witness re- 
collects the striking parts of the oath, and that part he 
had related, in particular, There was no qualification 
or explanation of the oath, at the time it was administe, - 
ed. Does not recolleet that the candidate swears te 
support the laws of the country, in any masonic gbliga- 
tian he hadtaken. [To a question from defendant’s 
counsel, “‘ whether any thing in the masonic obligations 
justified him in violating the laws of the country ?”’— 
Witness replied that one part of the obligations might 
bear that construction, which he would repeat, if re- 
quired. The counsel waived the question, and the an- 
swer was not given, | 

Daniel Pratt and Archibald L. Daniels testified to the 
friendly intimacy of Capt. Mather and Judge An- 
derson. 

Here Mr. Spencer rested ; and the defendant’s coun- 
se] called Robert Andcrson, who~-being sworn, said : 
There is a clause in the Royal Arch obligation, which 
without being qualified is of the import testified by Dr. 
Brown. With the qualification it means, that mE a 
Royal Arch Mason sees a companion quarrelling, he is 
bound to get him away. ‘ The obligation requires me, 
when I see a companion engaged in a quarrel, to give 
him a particular sign to come away. I chink this qua- 
lification forms a part of the oath. Nothing in Mason- 
ry requires me to give a verdict contrary to law.” Wit- 
ness thinks that some of the obligations require him to 
support and obey the laws of the country, 

‘Cross examined by Mr. Spencer. Witness has been 
pretty warm on the subject, and has participated in the 
feelings of the masons. The clause quoted by Dr. 
Brown may be substantially correct, with the qualifica- 
tion witness has given. Thinks this qualification is in 
the oath. Thinks the oath contains the words “ dispute, 
or guarrel.” It is possible the qualification is in the 
charge after the oath ; but thinks it is in the oath itself. 
Has not paid much attention to masonry for two or three 
years, and js not very bright. ) now ; 

Tsaac W. Averill. Witness was a member of Gaines 
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Chapter. The Royal Arch oath requires us “ to help 
a brother out of any quarrel or difficulty, whether he is 
right or wrong.’’ Masons swear to obey regular signs 
and summonses, handed, sent, or thrown. Has for- 
gotten most of the obligations. 

Cross examined by Defendant’s counsel. The qualifi- 
cation about helping a brother out of a quarrel, is not in 
the oath, but is repeated immediately after it. ‘lhe 
explanation given to witness was, that if he saw a com- 
panion engaged in a quarrel in the street, or elsewhere, 
he was to go extricate him, without stopping to inquire 
whether he was right or wrong: never understood that 
he was to assist a companion out of the hands of the 
law. . 

Milton W. Hopkins. Has been a freemason. Re- 
collects the obligations. One is, “‘I furthermore pro- 
mise and swear, that I will obey all regular signs and 
summonses, given, handed, sent, or thrown from a bro- 
ther master mason’’—There is no qualification to this. 
Another is, I furthermore promise and swear, that I 
will fly to the relief of a brother master mason, whene- 
ver I shall see the grand hailing sign of distress given, 
or hear the words annexed thereto, if there is a greater 
probability of saving his life, than of losing my own.” 
Another is, “ I will apprise a brother of all approach- 
ing danger, as far as lies in my power.” There is no 
qualification or explanation relative to the sign of dis- 
tress, or the approaching danger. These oaths are not 
explained to mean any thing different from what their 
tenor imports. The charges, and lectures, witness 
thinks, are calculated to disguise the real character of 
the oaths. Witness has taken but three degrees ; has 
seen the obligations imposed in many instances, in dif- 
ferent lodges ; has heard them given by the Grand Vi- 
siror. The hailing sign may be given by words, or 
by motions. 

Cross examined by Defendant’s counsel. Witness was 
made a mason A. D. 1817, seceded 1826: had stddied 
masonry a good deal ; when Morgan’s book was first 
published, he could have rehearsed two-thirds of it. 
Candidates take the oath naked and blindfold; the 
charge is not given, until they get their clothes on, and 
ran see. The charge inculcates virtue and benevo- 
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lence. Witness thinks the obligations of masonry do 
require the concealment of crime. The obligation is 
this: ‘ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a 
master mason’s secrets given me in charge as such, and 
I knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and 
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, murder and trea- 
son excepted—and that left at my own election.” Wit- 
ness knows that this obligation is administered in this 
town, (Barre,) and has himself administered these obli- 
gations to candidates. 

Dr. O. Nickoson. Witness is & freemason, made in 
Gaines Lodge. Mr. Hopkins’ testimony in relation to 
the oaths, is substantially as I received them. The 
only variations are verbal, which do, not change their 
meaning. No explanations are given of these oaths. 
Here the testimony concluded, and the court adjourned 
till morning. 

Thursday, Nov. 12th, 1829. Mr. Barnard, counsel 
for defendant, addressed the Triers in a speech, inge- 
nious and eloquent, for four hours, against the suffi- 
ciency of the challenge. ) 

Mr. Spencer followed for the people, three hours, urg- 
ing irresistible arguments in support of the challenge. 

The triers, after the court had recapitulated the tes- 
timony, and stated the law, retired, and after consult- 
ing about twenty minutes, returned that ‘* Robert An- 
derson is not indifferent.” Mr. Anderson was according- 
ly rejected. 

We abridge this account from the Antimasonic En- 
quirer, Rochester, 17th Nov. to whose indefatigable ed- 
itor Antimasonry has been often indebted. Considered 
in all its bearings we regard it as the most important 
event, which has yet occurred for political, as well as 
moral and religious Antimasonry. ‘The judge has been 
this Autumn appointed by Lt. Gov. Throop, with the 
sanction of the senate, and on the recommendation of 
Wm. B. Rochester, Vincent Mathews, and others, Free- 
masons, backed by the whole force of the masonic party 
at the West, himself not a mason. Mr. Spencer is spe- 
cial attorney, appointed by Mr. Van Buren last winter, 
with a reputation equal to any other at the New-York 
bar, for legal precision and research. He is known as 
one of the committee of the senate, to revise the laws of 
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the State. and is not a Freemason. General Mathews 
is one of the ornaments of his profession, ripe in wisdom, 
in honors, and in years; and he is a Jreemason, who 
might have stepped to the witness’ stand, and have 
thrown the full weight of his knowledge into the seales 
of justice ; and it was probably his duty, as it was his 
interest, to have done so, if he could thereby have serv- 
ed his client, or even have rel.eved Freemasons of un- 
just odum. Wm. H. Adams we recollect with high 
respect for the able part he bore in the defence of 
Eli Bruce, Aug. 1828, andhe was then reported to 
be afreemason. Daniel D. Barnard is the same pure 
and honorable man, who was a member of the last con- 
gress from Monroe County, and he is not a mason. 
Never was a triumph more perfect than this: it was 
achieved for political Antimasons by their political op- 
ponents ; it was wrought by their pure principles silent- 
ly operating in the calm proceedings of a high court of 
justice. The result is made up and recorded, so that 
no man, who will acknowledge the court sea], can deny 
the fact. And none may dream of escaping from this 
masonic funeral pyre, by douiting the witnesses, They 
are responsible for the facts, and the court, and the 
counsel, and the triers, knew they were sufficient to be 
responsible ; else why not impeach them ? at least, at- 
tempt it? Why not face them down with Freemasons, 
one hundred of whom were in the courthouse, or within 
one hour’s call of the courthouse? Why not bring in 
scores, to put to silence, and to infamy, these masonic 
witnesses’ It was becaus eno men inthe country stand 
fairer, than those witnesses do ; and the masons, who 
heard, knew that they spoke the truth, and that it was 
impossible for any man to face them in a counter oath, 
without perjury. Nay, who are the witnesses? Dr. 
Jos. K. Brown is a regular mason, refusing to answer 
only to what he is required by law ; and he is backed 
by Robert Anderson himself, with only a qualification, he 
thinks, in the oath. But Messrs. Averill, Hopkins, and 
Nickoson, qualify Mr. Anderson’s qualification out of 
the oath, and out of sight. 
Men who put Freemasonry out of the jury box, can- 
not blame the people for putting it out of the ballot box; 
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ERRATA. 


Page 16, line 31, Disperse, read dispense. 
Do. 19, line 5, the, read thee. 
Do. 27, line 11, chains, read claims. , 
De. 76, margin, Freemasons, read Freemasonry. o 
Do. 85, line 38, (there, read if. 
Do. 100, to the list of g 
Do. 106, line 29, words, read records. 
Do. 129, line 26, strike out the first all. 
Do. 146, line 21, strike the first 19 out, and read 18—Sovereign Pring f 
Rose Croix de Heroden. 
Do. 155, line 10,read loading. 
- 161, line 1 should be line one of page 163. 
Do. 163, line 1 is found liné one two pages back. 
Do. 178, line 4, insert to, before “ prevent.” 
Do. 289, line 38, Wm. read James Vanderpool. 
Do. 292, line 26, exercises, read exercise, 
Do. 299, line 34, comma after Jolas. 
Do, 348, line 1, army, read array. 
Do. 361, line 9, read Lalomia. 


,add Henry Husparp, Pennyan. 
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